
Development Control Committee
Meeting to be held on 2 September 2015

Electoral Division affected:
Chorley North, Chorley Rural 
North

Chorley borough: application number LCC/2015/0069
Revised working scheme including amended levels and extension of the mineral 
extraction and landfill areas at Clayton Hall Landfill Site, Dawson Lane Whittle 
Le Woods

Contact for further information:
Robert Hope, 01772 534159, Development Management Group
DevCon@lancashire.gov.uk

Executive Summary

Application – Revised working scheme including amended levels and extension of the 
mineral extraction and landfill areas at Clayton Hall Landfill Site, Dawson Lane Whittle 
Le Woods.

The application is accompanied by an Environmental Statement and Non-Technical 
Summary for the purposes of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2011.

Recommendation – Summary

That the Development Control Committee visits the site before determining the 
application.

Applicant’s Proposal

Planning permission is sought for a revised working scheme at Clayton Hall Landfill 
Site including amended levels and extension of the mineral extraction and landfill 
areas at the southern boundary of the current active landfill area.

The applicant has stated that the proposal would include the excavation of some 
72,000m3 of sand/overburden over an area of approximately 0.6 hectare along with 
the landfilling of some 288,000m3 of non-hazardous municipal, commercial and 
industrial waste over a wider area of 5.7 hectares incorporating the extension area 
and existing site.  Final contours would also be amended to accommodate the likely 
need to retain landfill gas and leachate control infrastructure beyond cessation of 
landfilling.  The maximum height of proposed levels would not exceed those currently 
approved. 

The proposal is likely to increase the life of the site from about 4 years to 8 years (the 
existing permission expires in 2028).  
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There would be no change to site accommodation, buildings, waste types, vehicle 
numbers and operating hours.  

Description and Location of Site

Clayton Hall is a former sand quarry, which is now being restored through the deposit 
of non-hazardous waste.  The site also has an associated waste management and 
recycling centre.  The site is accessed from Dawson Lane and is located between 
Whittle-le-Woods and Leyland, on the western flank of the River Lostock Valley.  

Agricultural land and woodland extends beyond the site to the north and east.  
Buckshaw Village is to the south.  An established residential estate is located to the 
north-west of the existing site.  

This site is located within Green Belt.

Background

History

Clayton Hall Quarry is a long established sand quarry, which is currently being 
restored by landfilling.  The old mining planning permissions relevant to this site were 
reviewed under the provisions of the Environment Act 1995 and new planning 
conditions were determined on 6 April 1998 as part of permission ref. 09/98/049.  The 
reviewed conditions provide for the extraction of minerals followed by progressive 
restoration of the site involving the importation of waste materials until the end of 30 
years from the date of the permission i.e. 6 April 2028.  The site is currently subject of 
first periodic review (see application ref. 09/13/1075) and an Environmental Statement 
is currently being prepared for the purposes of Town and Country Planning 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2011.

Planning permission for a waste baling and recycling centre was granted in February 
1991 (ref 09/90/0690).

Planning permission for an extension to the existing facility to provide a new recycling 
shed weighbridge and office cabin and inert/green waste sorting bays was granted in 
March 2003 (ref 09/02/1268).

Planning permission for the demolition of an existing workshop building and erection 
of a new building on the same site for use as transfer station was granted in April 2005 
(ref 09/05/0150).

Planning permission for the erection of a concrete leachate tank and landfill gas flare 
was granted in August 2007 (ref. 09/07/0640).

Planning permission for the erection of 3 leachate tanks was granted in June 2008 
(ref. 09/08/0478). 



Planning permission for the erection of a landfill gas generator for the generation of 
electricity from landfill gas, gas flare, plant, switch/meter room and ancillary offices and 
stores was granted in March 2009 (ref. 09/09/0009).

Planning permission for a proposed additional gas engine, revised layout of renewable 
electricity generation compound used to generate electricity, and retention of meter 
and switch/substation cabinets was granted in April 2011 (ref. 09/11/0058).

Planning permission for the construction of a leachate tank, heat exchange unit, 
pipework and bridges to be used to treat landfill leachate was granted in November 
2011 (ref: 09/11/0794).

Planning permission was granted on 30 November 2012 for an extension to the waste 
sorting and recycling centre building to connect with the existing waste transfer station, 
increase in the roof height of the existing building to create continuity, additional 
external water tanks, electrical cabinets and the creation of additional car parking 
spaces (ref. 09/12/0868).

Planning permission was granted on 19 February 2015 for the construction and use 
of a new tank for storage of water for fire-fighting, with association pump house and 
concrete foundation (ref. LCC/2015/002).

Advice

It is considered that a site visit would provide the Committee with a clearer 
understanding of the development proposal, any issues raised, and the relationship of 
the site to the surrounding area before the application is determined. 

Recommendation

That the Development Control Committee visits the site before determining the 
application.
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